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‘Wood Norton, the Duke’s Splendid English jHome, Where
He Does Not Live Because Nobody Wants Him.

HE DUKE OF ORLEANS, greal-
grandson of the last King of

France, has just been refused per-
miszion to soldier by all the
allied gover

It is onldd
a king on
morde illustrious
of them is 1y
merits.

The Duke, in the course of his gayv ca-
reer, has bheen snubbed by practically
every government and royval family in Eu-
rope, including those of the present Allies
and their opponents. They seem positively
to enjoy throwing him out of the front
door and kicking him down the sieps in
addition

He has been exiled from Franee. e
has been driven from his London eclubs
and boyeotted by English society. Ile has
been condemned hy the imperial famil$ of
Austria because his wife, a member of
that family, left him, eharging him with
Ereat cruelty.

He & bheen assanlted by
as a patriotic duty. Ho has
by husbands of varions nations
vate duaiy.

And now he has been refused permis-
gion to serve inoany military capacity hy
France, England and Russin, He eannot

S0erve as a
nments of Europe in turn.

wow much deferenee is paid to
a throne, swiile n n who has
than any
ted more or less on his

royal sncestry

Englishmen
heen assailed
as a pri-

Ven ge to the commissary department,
for which he is well saited,

As the Duke's strong point is talking
abnut the days when his ancestors lad
Frenchimen to glo he had to get base
when this war b ¢ out. He promptly of-
ferad to die for France, in a letter com-
posed by an ahle Parisian journalist. The

Goverument coldly deelined his offer on
the ground that as n pretender to the
throne he could not stav on Fronch sofl.
The Duke offered to foreeo all his rig
e throne while fightive. He and
[riends are v ing on a verbal war w
the Government now, bt there is not 1t
slightest prospeet that it will yiold.
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Then he ofered his services to England,
which declined him on the ground that
France might feel offended if another

country employed him. Then he

made a
similar ofter to Rnssia, and even !

anto-
eratic Government of the Czar deelinod
him because it did not want to offend

France.

This explanation by Russin was almost
a Joke, for thot country has admitted
Prince Lounis Napoleon, a memboer of an-
other former reignine family, to her army
amd promoted him to be & generpl. The
'rince a ciapable offleer, whose promo-
tion might canse uneasiness to the French
Republic, while the Duke is not.

The most famous episode in the Dnke's
carcer  oceurred  twenty-live years  ago.
when ha was only twenty vears old. Ie
Lhas never entirely recovered from fr.

At that time he was profoundly devoted

to Madame Melbn, the brilliant operatic
prima donna. He followed her wherever
she went, and his family even feared that
he contemplated matrimony. Perhaps the
singer suggested to him the daring stroke
by which he attempted to restore his fam
il 1o the throne of hiz ancestors.

The Duke went to Franee in violation os
the law exiling the princes, and under an
assumed name offered himself for the reg-
ular military service required of a young
Frenchman. He was recognized in a few
hours and arrested, as he expected to be.
He and his friends thought his position
would excite sympathy, for they could say
that the representative of the oldest
French family was in prison merely for
trying to do his duly as n Frenchman.

The Government, in fact, was embar-
rassed by the necessity of prosecuting him.
M. Constans, Minister of the Interior, a
man of remarkable astuteness, found a
way out of the difficulty. He gave orders
that the prison authorities should be as
lenient as possible with the Duke.

Madame Melba, who had fellowed him
to Clalrvaux, where he was Iimprisoned,
was allowed to visit him as often as she
pleased, She took full advantage of the
privilege and noted how carelessly the
Duke was guarded.

Une dark evening, when the keepers
were dozing peacefully, Madame Melba
hurrled the Duke out of prison and guided
him to the railway station, where she had
reserved a special ear for him. In a few
hours they were onut of France, in Belginm,
flattering themselves that they had made a
wonderful cscape.

The French Government was delighted
with the escape. A would-be King running
away, rescusd by an opera singer and es-
corted under her protection to a foreign

ry, had beecome a joke instead of a
+ 1

dang

The
warm friends ror several years.
mueh in her society in London, St. Peters-

Duke and Madame Melba remained
He was

: d other capitals of Europe, where
she poerformed,

The Dmke had heen engaged by famlily
arrangmment to his cousin, Princess Mar-
guerite of Orleans, but his escapades were
such that even a prineess could not stand
theny, and the engagement was broken.

It was quite necessary to marry him, ae-
cording to the roval view, and the only
eligible wife proved to he the Archduchess
Muarla Dorothen of Austria, also a cousin
of hls, Marringer between the houses of
Bourbon and iiapsburg are traditional.

The Archdueliess was an amiable wom-
an, very rich auid noet brilliant, which was
all that could huave been expected of one

of the very ancient house of Hapsburg.
The Duke himsel! is very rleh, for his
great-grandfather, King Louis Philippe.

foreseceing a revoluiion, salted away ai
immense amount of money in England be

The Duke’s Handsome Sisters, Ex-Queen Amelic, of Portugal; the
Luchess of Aosta and Princess Louise of Orleans, Who Are Muc!:

Worried by the Discredit He Is Casting on Thei~ " ~al Families.
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Armies in Turn, Snubbed by Every

Government and Royal
Family in Europe, the Giddy Pretender
to France’s Throne Is a Ruler

Only of Cafes and
Cabarets

fore the ecrash came.

The poor Archduchess led a life of mis-
ery and humiliation for years, as the world
has recently learned, with her husband,
but before coming to that it is necessary
to refer to some of his exploits in the
meanwhile,

The Duke is probably to-day the most
shameless royal rauke in IEurope. He is
sald to have stndied under the late King

Leopold of RBelgivin and to have com-
pletely surpassed his professor,
Recently he became infatuated with a

very handsome and dashing PParisian con-
cert singer named Nincette des Melays., He
was seen with her in the restaupants and
cafes of Brussels, making merry in an
UProarious muanner,

The Duke’s only virtue from any point
of view appears to be his extravagance.
This is remarkabla because his recent an-
cestors have been very close. He gave
Ninette some magnificent presents, includ-
Ing even the jewels of his great-zrand-
mother, Queen Marie Amelie,

One evening after a particularly merry
sessjon In a Brussels cafe, Ninette, whose
grip had been loosened by the festivitles,
dropped one of these historie heirlooms on
the stairs and left it there. 1t was restored
to her by an ordinary diner.

At the time of the Boer war French sym-
pathy was very strong with the Boers, and
the Duke thought he would make a strong
bld for popularity. Ila wrote a letter of

Copyright,

Caused the Fickle Duke’s Wife to Leave Him and to Be Guiding His Latest

congratulation to the cartoonist, M. Wil-
lette, who had published a very shocking
cartoon representing “Oom Paunl” Krueger
spanking Queen Vietoria,

At that time the Duke was a resident of
England and occupied a splendid country
house called \Woodnorton in Oxfordshire.
The English made the country’ too warm
for him and he was forced to resign from
all his London clubs. It is even said that
a party of Britons gave him such a warm
ovation that he was unable to sit down
for three weeks,

After that e made Brussels his favorite
hunting ground. There he became an ob-
ject of publie interest. The Duke Is a very
tall, stout man, with a very prominent
nose and an exuberant manner. He prides
himself on his resemblance to his ancestor
King Henry 1V, the celebrated Henry of
Navarre, and he trains his whiskers to
carry out the resemblance.

King Henry was the friend of Gabrielle
d'Esirees, and o score or more of other
noted beauties, In fact he was one of
the most warm-hearted but fickle men In
Freneh history. Ile is also the most popu-
lar King France ‘“has ever had. That is
why the Duke harks buck to him, over-
looking a few more recent kings.

The Duke resembles his great ancestor
chiefly In his promiscuous affections.
Sometimes when hented with wine and
enthusiasm he will tell his fair and gay
companions that he is going to do some-
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ladame Auffmordt,
Formerly Countess
de Salverte, the
Beautiful Woman
Who Is Said to Have
Political Adventures.

thing quite in the style of Henry of Na-
varre at the battle of Ivry when he cried:

“Look where ve see my white plume

shine amid the ranks of war

And be your oriflamme to-day the

helmet of Navarre."

The Duke goes forth, but before he has
gone far some common pollceman or low
class government official forces him back.

The poor Duchess bore her trials meekly
for many years. She did her best to make
the home at Woodnorton attractive by
painting with her own hands a picture
of an angel bearing the emblems of the
house of Bourbon to Heaven and another
of the Duke, very tastefully dressed. shoot-
Ing rabbits,

All was of no avail. She was able to
ignore the existence of chorus girls and
other plebelan persons, but when he be-
came profoundly devoted to a fagcinating
society woman it was more than she could
stand.

This fascinating friend was a Madame
Aunffmordt, wife of a German merchant
but originally Mlle. Charlotte Baconniere
de Salverte, a member of a very old
French family. She was first married to
the Duke de Praslin, from whom she was
divorced, and he then married Mra. Paine,
of Liberty, Ky.

The reports stated that Madame Auff-
mordt was presiding at a serles of po-
litical dinners i{p the Duke’s supporters
and that she was inspiring him with ideas

I

Wants theNoble Duke of Orlean.s

Rejected by the French, English and Russian

The Duke of Orleans, Great-Grandson of
the last King of France, Who Has Just
Received Notice That He Is Not Wanted in
the Army of France or That of Any of the
Allies in Any Capacity Whatsoever.

for a more
ambitions.

This was more than
nd and she 1 toosuit for a separa-
tlon and an aceounting for her property.

The suft ennsed aimpzement in goclety,
for the Dourbons and the Hapsburgs as
ihe two oldest Catholie families in Europe
are expected to shun the divorece courts.

Some remarkable revelations of the do-
mestic unhappiness of the coupla were
made, The Duchess had falled to pro-
dueco any heirs to the House of Pourbon
and the Duke often made this the suts
jeet of unpleasant comment. She under-
went various Kinds of treatment and an
operation with the obiect of enabling her
to do justice to the family tree, but with-
out success.  Several times she went back
to her family in Austria, but returned to
him.

The Duchess in her suit asked the court
to ascertain the whercabouts of varlous
Jewels belonging to her, and the Inike's
family, including the necklace of his great-
grandmother before mentioned, It was
generally felt in royal circles that the
Duke's treatment of his wife might have
been overlooke®l, but his giving away the
family jewels was unpardonahle.

Finally the suit was withdrawn and a
separation was agreed upon privately.
The Duchess returned to Austria to live.

The fickle but open-handed Duke has a
considerable  number of admirera in
Jrance, ineluding  s=everal bright young
journalists and a number of musie hall
artists. The more conservative mem-
bers of French society, even thongh theo-
retically royallsts, are not very active in
hig ecause.

Ernest Dandet, son of the noted novellst,

suecessful prosecution of his

the Duchesa could

15 the Duke’s warmest supporter in the:
press.  Dandet recently wrote this very
touching pen-picture of a visit to his
“king:"

“l cannot express here, in one page,
how much love he has for I'rance: how
much fine, precise, just, emotional par-

ticipation in the interests of the Irench,
big or little. * *+ = No man has more bon-
homie and warmth in his language than
he. No man gives a stronger impression
of foree and preparedness. 1 do nol con-
stder that I lack life, but after two hours
in his atmosphere life is as tripled to
me * ¢ ¥ To live for him will be mag-
nificent; to die for him, assuring him his
throne, would be a grander joy still!

“To think that he i5 there, only a few
leagues from us; he, the center of our
history; he, the continnation of the blood
which made our country, our wonderful
country now dellvered into the hands of
foreigners, vultures, knaves. I'o think that
it would take but a minute's contact be-
tween this king and his kingdom to bring
France back to the place she should oce
cupy.

“0, royalists and patriots, anti-Semites
and nationalists! It is for us to put an
end to this monstrosity, that King Philippe,
VIlJ. and his country, so perfectly madae
one for the other, shall find each other,
never to lose each other again!®

Immediately after this outbreak the
French government declined to give the
“king” a job as a general or a chauffeur
in the army.




